REPORTABLE
I N THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
ClVIL ORIG NAL JURI SDI CTI ON

WRIT PETITION (€ NO 527 OF 2011

TRAINED NURSES ASSOCIATION OF INDIA ... PETITIONER(S)
VS.

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. ... RESPONDENT( S)

JUDGMENT

ANl L R DAVE, J.

1. Heard the |earned counsel for the petitioner-
Associ ation, the learned Additional Solicitor Genera
appearing on behalf of the Union of India, the |earned
counsel appearing on behalf of Respondent No.37, i.e.,
I ndi an Nursing Council and other |earned counsel appearing
for different States.

2. The petitioner-Association has ventil ated its
grievance with regard to the working conditions of nurses
in private hospitals and nursing hones. The prayers mnade
in this petition read as under

a) issue guidelines for i nmproving the
wor ki ng condi tion of nur ses in
hospi tal s/ nursi ng hones;

b) direct all the respondents to adhere to
the guidelines/rules framed by this
Hon' ble Court till necessary |egislation
S made by t he Parliament/ State

Legi sl ative Assenbli es;

c) i ssue necessary directions to ensure that
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nurses working in the private sector are
paid salary equivalent to those working
i n Governnent hospitals;

d) i ssue necessary di rections to t he
respondents to take appropriate action
agai nst hospital s/ nursing homes insisting
on bond from nurses working in their
est abl i shnent s;

e) i ssue a declaration that the bond system
practiced by hospitals/nursing hones is
unconstitutional and illegal;

f) issue appropriate directions to @ 1st

respondent to franme necessary guidelines

to inprove working conditions of nurses

I n India;

s)) pass any other/further order(s) as this

Hon' bl e Court may deem fit and proper in

the facts and circunstances of this case

to neet the ends of justice.”
3. Upon hearing the |learned counsel and going through
the petition, we feel that the nurses who are working in
private hospitals and nursing hones are not being treated
fairly in the matter of their service conditions and pay.
4, W expect that the Central governnent will look into
the grievances ventilated in this petition, by formng a
Committee within four nonths from today. W are sure that
after examning the factual situation, if the Conmittee is
of the view that the grievances ventilated in the petition
are correct, the Commttee will nmake its recommendati ons,
so as to do the needful for inprovenment of working
conditions and pay of the nurses working in private

hospitals and nursing honmes within six nmonths from its

constitution, which can ultima tely be given a form of
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| egislation by the respondent-States or by the Centra
CGovernnent itself.

5. W are sure that the recommendati ons of the Committee
shall be duly considered by the Central Governnent and it
shal | do the needful.

6. W do not propose to give any guidelines, as prayed
for in this petition, as the grievances are to be | ooked
into by the Commttee consisting of experts.

7. So far as the grievance, with regard to system of
execution of bonds by private hospitals and nursing hones,
is concerned, the |earned counsel appearing on behal f of
Indian Nursing Council has subnmitted that the said system
has now been abolished. Therefore, the said grievance does
not survive.

8. Wth the aforesaid directions, the wit petition

st ands di sposed of.

.............. J.
[ANIL R DAVE]

................. J.
[ SHI VA KI RTI SI NGH|

................ J.
[ ADARSH KUMAR GOEL]
New Del hi ;
29th January, 2016.
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