DELAY IN PROPERTY POSSESSION
· Purpose :
Every Property, movable or immovable can be “Owned” by someone and “Possessed” by someone. In law, possession is the control a person's intentional exercises toward a thing. In all cases, to possess something, a person must have an intention to possess it. A person may be in possession of some property (although possession does not always imply ownership).
For instance, when a person wants to purchase a property, he signs an agreement and becomes its owner even if he is yet to get the possession of that property. Such property owner has the right to Possession as much as he has the right to own the property, once he pays for it. 
Delay in property possession is to invest their time and money in acquiring a new property has the fear of being deceived by the builder and losing their money. Even the more renowned and trusted builders have breached their customers’ trust by causing unreasonable delay.  

· Area of Application of Law :
You can filled an Application over the Competent Jurisdiction under the act :

· Consumer Protection Act,  1986
· Domestic Building Contracts Act, 1975 
The Consumer Protection Act, 1986 grants the power to District Commission to consider complaints in a particular district involving property up to the value of Rupees 20 lakh. The case is to be filed where the property is located.

The State Commission can take up cases in the particular state and is competent to decide the claim between Rs. 20 lakh to 1 Crore. A person who is aggrieved by the order passed by the District Commission may file an appeal before State Commission of that State.  

The National Commission considers claims of more than Rupees1 Crore. A person who is aggrieved by the order passed by the State Commission may file an appeal before National Commission of that State.  The Supreme Court of India can be approached against the orders passed by the National Commission.

· Legal Procedure :
Here are the options available to you in order to ensure that you fight for what is yours. 

In case there is a Delay in delivery of possession, beyond the promised date, you can approach the builder and seek a refund of the money you had paid for such property.  

You must send a Legal Notice to the builder and if you receive an invalid response or get no response at all, you can file a case against him, depending upon your grievance. 

You come to know that the delivery of possession has been delayed, you have the right to file a complaint at the appropriate Consumer Court. However, it has to mention that the Delay in Possession should be due to a fault of the builder. A delay due to natural calamity or uncontrollable circumstances cannot be the reason for complaint.
You can approach the relevant Consumer Dispute Redressal Commission at any of the three levels i.e. the district, the state or the national commission. The forum you ought to approach depends upon the value of the property or the amount of damage you have suffered. 

· Documents Required to be Submitted in the Court :
Legal Notice Copy, Agreement Copy, Complaint Copy, Dispatch proof of Sent Legal Notice, Vakalatnama or Memo for Appearance, Relevant Document’s as per Facts & Circumstances of Matter.

· Punishment/ Expected Relief :
It shall be punished with imprisonment, or with fine or both. 

· Landmark Judgement :

The landmark judgement : 
Brig. (Retd.) Kamal Sood Vs M/S. Dlf Universal Ltd. on 20 April, 2007.
