SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION
· Purpose :

Under Article 136 of Constitution of India, the Supreme Court is authorised to grant in its discretion Special Leave to Appeal from;

(a) any judgement, decree, determination, sentence or order, 

(b) in any case or matter,

(c) passed or made by any court or tribunal in the territory of India.

The only exception to this power of the Supreme Court is with regard to any Judgement, etc. of any court or tribunal constituted by or under any law relating to the Armed Forces.

This Article vests very wide powers in the Supreme Court.

To convince the court to grant permission to file an appeal, the petitioner needs to prove that a serious question of Law has arisen and the misinterpretation of the same will lead to grave injustice, not only to the petitioner but the public at large. Therefore, this power is not granted as a matter of right to the people, it is a privilege that can be allowed only by the Supreme Court.
· Area of Application of Law :
A Special Leave Petition  can only be filed at the Supreme Court.

 
This petition is filed to simply seek permission from the Supreme Court to go for an appeal against an order or judgment of a Lower Court. Such permission is sought by that party who is aggrieved by an order or Judgment of a Court or Tribunal. The Supreme Court may direct a Lower Court to hear appeal or simply take up the case for hearing itself.

An Special Leave Petition has to be filed against the decision of a High Court or any other Tribunal within 90 days of pronouncement of such decision. If the High Court refuses permission to file an appeal to Supreme Court, then Special Leave Petition has to be filed within 60 days of such order of refusal. An Special Leave Petition can be made in any civil or criminal case. An Special Leave Petition cannot be filed against a Judgment by a Tribunal of armed forces.

· Legal Procedure :

The person filing an Special Leave Petition  must include the following ; 

· All the important facts to enable the court to determine whether Special Leave Petition should be granted or not,

· A statement that the petitioner has not filed any other petition in the High court,

· A certified copy of judgment against which an appeal is sought,

· An affidavit by the petitioner verifying the contents of the petition, and

· All other relevant documents that formed part of case in the lower court.

Once presented in the Supreme Court, the petitioner will get a date for hearing before the Court. Subsequently, depending on the facts of the case, the Supreme Court will issue a notice to the opposite parties who shall be required to file a reply containing their account of events. At this point, the Supreme Court will decide whether the permission to go for an appeal shall be granted to the petitioner or not. If the Court agrees, the case is then converted into a civil appeal and is argued again in the Supreme Court.

An Special Leave Petition has to be filed against the decision of a High Court or any other tribunal within 90 days of pronouncement of such decision. If the High Court refuses permission to file an appeal to Supreme Court, then Special Leave Petition has to be filed within 60 days of such order of refusal. An Special Leave Petition can be made in any civil or criminal case. An Special Leave Petition cannot be filed against a judgment by a tribunal of armed forces.
· Documents Required to be Submitted in the Court :
Petition Copy, Vakalatnama or Memo for Appearance, Certified copy of Judgment, Affidavit by the Petitioner verifying the contents of the Petition, Relevant Document’s as per Facts & Circumstances of Matter.
· Punishment/ Expected Relief :
Either the Special Leave Petition  should be accepted or refused.

· Landmark Judgement :

The landmark judgment :  
Avtar Singh vs Union Of India And Another on 24 November, 1992.
